
to stop working properly or start
causing problems

ACT UP

BE DOWN

WE’RE HAVING
TROUBLE WITH...

GET JAMMED

RUN INTO
A PROBLEM

THERE’S AN
ISSUE WITH...

What to Say When
Equipment Breaks Down

REAL
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One of the doors is acting up, so maintenance is
coming to look at it.

to get stuck and stop
working properly

 The paper got jammed in the printer.

to not be working

 The vending machine’s
still down.

to suddenly have a problem 

something is not working well or is
difficult to deal with

We’ve been having trouble with that machine
all week.

something is wrong with it

We’re having an issue with one of the scanners.

We’ve run into a problem on the production line.
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Want more practice? Explore real workplace scenarios in Pro Vocabulary Lab.
Explore Pro Vocabulary Lab
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